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1 The President took the Chair at 9.35 a.m., read the Prayer and made an Acknowledgement of 
Country. 

2 PETITION — RE-OPEN DANCE STUDIOS AND DANCE SCHOOLS DURING COVID-19 — 
Dr Bach presented a Petition bearing 948 signatures from certain citizens of Victoria requesting 
that the Legislative Council call on the Premier, the Hon Daniel Andrews MP, and the 
Department of Health and Human Services to review COVID-19 restrictions and the risk of 
operating dance studios and dance schools, reclassify dance studios and dance schools rightly 
as ‘creative studios’, allow dance studios and dance schools to re-open immediately in regional 
Victoria and as part of the third step of the roadmap for metro Melbourne, and finally allow all 
dance studios and dance schools to have immediate access to teach from their studios, 
operating under endorsed COVID-safe plans. 

 Ordered to lie on the Table. 
 On the motion of Dr Bach, the petition was ordered to be taken into consideration on the next day 

of meeting. 
3 PAPERS —  
 PARLIAMENTARY DEPARTMENTS — Ms Lovell moved, by leave, That there be laid before this 

House a copy of the — 
(1) Department of the Legislative Council 2019-20 Report; and 
(2) Department of Parliamentary Services 2019-20 Report. 

Question — put and agreed to. 
 The Reports were presented by Ms Lovell and ordered to lie on the Table. 

*   *   *   *   * 
 PAPERS PURSUANT TO STATUTE — The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of 

several Acts of Parliament, were laid on the Table by the Clerk: 
Planning and Environment Act 1987 — Notices of Approval of the following amendments to 

planning schemes — 
Alpine Resorts Planning Scheme — Amendment C29. 
Banyule Planning Scheme — Amendment C159. 
Nillumbik Planning Scheme — Amendment C117 (Part 2). 
Port Phillip Planning Scheme — Amendment C192. 
Wellington Planning Scheme — Amendment C102. 

Statutory Rules under the following Acts of Parliament — 
COVID-19 Omnibus (Emergency Measures) Act 2020 — No. 118.  
Estate Agents Act 1980 — No. 114. 
Local Government Act 1989 — No. 115. 
Local Government Act 2020 — Nos. 116 and 117. 
Magistrates’ Court Act 1989 — Nos. 112 and 113. 
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Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 — Documents under section 15 in respect of Statutory Rule 
No. 114.  

4 MEMBERS’ STATEMENTS — Statements were made by Members pursuant to Standing Order 
5.13 and further statements were received from Members for incorporation in Hansard pursuant 
to an Order of the Council of 15 September 2020. 

5 POUND AND SHELTER REFORM — Mr Meddick moved, That this House — 
(1) notes community concern about the killing of healthy or treatable companion animals in 

Victorian pounds and shelters; 
(2) calls on the Government to —  

(a) introduce mandatory reporting of pound and shelter kill rates; 
(b) implement the requirement for pounds and shelters to work with approved and 

regulated rescue groups before ending an animal’s life; 
(c) introduce more subsidised and free desexing initiatives for companion animals; 
(d) consider the introduction of a trap, neuter, return (TNR) program, noting the positive 

long-term impacts these programs have on community cat populations; and 
(e) commit to implementing immediate reuniting of missing companion animals through vet 

clinics, to stop the unnecessary process of going through the pound system. 
 Debate ensued. 
 The Acting President advised that the total time allocated for debate, pursuant to Sessional  

Order 8, had elapsed — 
 Question — put. 
 The Council divided — The President in the Chair. 

AYES, 34 
Mr Atkinson; Dr Bach; Mr Barton; Ms Bath; Ms Crozier; Dr Cumming; Mr Davis; 
Mr Elasmar; Mr Erdogan; Mr Finn; Mr Gepp; Mr Grimley; Mr Hayes; Dr Kieu; Mr Leane; 
Ms Lovell; Ms Maxwell; Mrs McArthur; Mr Meddick; Mr Melhem; Mr O’Donohue; 
Mr Ondarchie; Ms Patten; Ms Pulford; Dr Ratnam; Mr Rich-Phillips; Ms Shing; Ms Stitt; 
Ms Symes; Ms Taylor; Ms Terpstra; Ms Tierney; Ms Vaghela; Ms Watt. 
(Recorded by Clerks-at-the-Table, pursuant to an Order of the Council of 23 April 2020) 

NOES, 3 
Mr Bourman; Mr Limbrick; Mr Quilty. 
(Recorded by Clerks-at-the-Table, pursuant to an Order of the Council of 23 April 2020) 

 Question agreed to. 
6 LEGAL AND SOCIAL ISSUES COMMITTEE REFERENCE — COVID-19 CONTACT 

TRACING — Ms Crozier moved, That this House requires the Legal and Social Issues 
Committee to inquire into, consider and monitor the capacity and fitness for purpose of the 
Victorian Government’s COVID-19 contact tracing system and testing regime, and in doing so 
consult with businesses, including small business representatives, the community sector and 
Victoria’s multicultural communities, and provide — 
(1) an initial report to the House no later than 30 November 2020; and 
(2) further reports to the House, following the initial report, as required until 31 December 2021. 

 Debate ensued. 
 Business having been interrupted at 12.00 noon pursuant to Sessional Orders — 
7 QUESTIONS AND MINISTERS’ STATEMENTS — Questions without notice were taken and 

Ministers’ Statements were made pursuant to Sessional Order 13. 
 AGRICULTURAL SEASONAL WORKERS — Ms Symes having given answers to a question 

without notice and supplementary question relating to agricultural seasonal workers — 
 On the motion of Ms Lovell, the Minister’s answers were ordered to be taken into consideration 

on the next day of meeting. 
 QUESTIONS — Questions without notice and Ministers’ Statements continued. 
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 QUESTIONS DIRECTED FOR WRITTEN RESPONSE — The President directed written 
responses be provided to questions without notice pursuant to Standing Order 8.07 as follows: 
• I Cook Foods closure — substantive and supplementary questions asked by Ms Crozier 

— response from Ms Symes due Thursday, 29 October 2020. 
• Taxi and hire car industry — substantive and supplementary questions asked by 

Mr Barton — response from Ms Pulford due Friday, 30 October 2020. 
• Events sector requirements post COVID-19 — substantive question asked by Mr Davis 

— response from Ms Pulford due Friday, 30 October 2020. 
• Business case for standardised rail gauge project — substantive and supplementary 

questions asked by Mr Grimley — response from Ms Pulford due Friday, 30 October 2020. 
• Workplace COVID-19 safety inspections – public sector — substantive and 

supplementary questions asked by Mr O'Donohue — response from Ms Stitt due Thursday, 
29 October 2020 for the substantive question and Friday, 30 October 2020 for the 
supplementary question.  

• Victorian Commission for Gambling and Liquor Regulation – regulation of Crown 
Casino — substantive and supplementary questions asked by Mr Hayes — response from 
Ms Tierney due Friday, 30 October 2020. 

• Small business consultations during pandemic — substantive question asked by 
Mr Limbrick — response from Ms Pulford due Thursday, 29 October 2020. 

8 CONSTITUENCY QUESTIONS — Constituency questions were taken pursuant to 
Standing Order 8.08 and further questions were received from Members for incorporation in 
Hansard pursuant to an Order of the Council of 15 September 2020. 

9 LEGAL AND SOCIAL ISSUES COMMITTEE REFERENCE — COVID-19 CONTACT TRACING 
— Debate continued on the question, That this House requires the Legal and Social Issues 
Committee to inquire into, consider and monitor the capacity and fitness for purpose of the 
Victorian Government’s COVID-19 contact tracing system and testing regime, and in doing so 
consult with businesses, including small business representatives, the community sector and 
Victoria’s multicultural communities, and provide — 
(1) an initial report to the House no later than 30 November 2020; and 
(2) further reports to the House, following the initial report, as required until 31 December 2021. 

 Ms Taylor moved, as an amendment, That all the words and expressions after “and provide” be 
omitted with a view of inserting the following in their place:  

“a report to the House no later than 14 December 2020.”. 
 Debate ensued. 
 The President advised that the total time allocated for debate, pursuant to Sessional  

Order 8, had elapsed — 
 Question — That the amendment moved by Ms Taylor be agreed to — put. 
 The Council divided — The President in the Chair. 

AYES, 22 
Mr Elasmar; Mr Erdogan; Mr Gepp; Mr Grimley; Mr Hayes; Dr Kieu; Mr Leane; 
Ms Maxwell; Mr Meddick; Mr Melhem; Ms Patten; Ms Pulford; Dr Ratnam; Ms Shing; 
Ms Stitt; Ms Symes; Mr Tarlamis; Ms Taylor; Ms Terpstra; Ms Tierney; Ms Vaghela; 
Ms Watt. 
(Recorded by Clerks-at-the-Table, pursuant to an Order of the Council of 23 April 2020) 

NOES, 15 
Mr Atkinson; Dr Bach; Mr Barton; Ms Bath; Mr Bourman; Ms Crozier; Dr Cumming; 
Mr Davis; Mr Finn; Mr Limbrick; Ms Lovell; Mrs McArthur; Mr O’Donohue; Mr Quilty; 
Mr Rich-Phillips. 
(Recorded by Clerks-at-the-Table, pursuant to an Order of the Council of 23 April 2020) 

 Question agreed to. 
  



4       Legislative Council of Victoria 

 

 Question — That the motion moved by Ms Crozier, amended as follows, be agreed to — That 
this House requires the Legal and Social Issues Committee to inquire into, consider and monitor 
the capacity and fitness for purpose of the Victorian Government’s COVID-19 contact tracing 
system and testing regime, and in doing so consult with businesses, including small business 
representatives, the community sector and Victoria’s multicultural communities, and provide a 
report to the House no later than 14 December 2020 — put and agreed to. 

10 BUSINESS POSTPONED — Ordered — That the consideration of Order of the Day, General 
Business, No.1, and Notice of Motion, General Business, No. 399, be postponed until later this 
day. 

11 ENVIRONMENT AND PLANNING COMMITTEE REFERENCE — VICTORIAN PLANNING 
FRAMEWORK — Mr Hayes moved, That this House requires the Environment and Planning 
Committee to inquire into, consider and report, by June 2022, on the adequacy of the Planning 
and Environment Act 1987 and the Victorian planning framework in relation to planning and 
heritage protection, and in particular the Committee is to examine — 
(1) the high cost of housing, including but not limited to — 

(a)  provision of social housing; 
(b) access for first home buyers; 
(c) the cost of rental accommodation; 
(d) population policy, state and local; 
(e) factors encouraging housing as an investment vehicle; 
(f) mandatory affordable housing in new housing developments; 

(2) environmental sustainability and vegetation protection; 
(3) delivering certainty and fairness in planning decisions for communities, including but not 

limited to — 
(a) mandatory height limits and minimum apartment sizes; 
(b) protecting Green Wedges and the urban growth boundary; 
(c) community concerns about VCAT appeal processes; 
(d) protecting third party appeal rights; 
(e) the role of Ministerial call-ins; 

(4) protecting heritage in Victoria, including but not limited to — 
(a) the adequacy of current criteria and processes for heritage protection;  
(b) possible federal involvement in heritage protection; 
(c) separating heritage protection from the planning administration; 
(d) establishing a heritage tribunal to hear heritage appeals; 
(e) the appointment of independent local and state heritage advisers; 
(f) the role of Councils in heritage protection; 
(g) penalties for illegal demolitions and tree removals; 

(5) ensuring residential zones are delivering the type of housing that communities want; and 
(6) any other matter the Committee considers relevant. 

Debate ensued. 
 Question — put and agreed to. 
12 BUSINESS POSTPONED — Ordered — That the consideration of the remaining Notices of 

Motion and Orders of the Day, General Business, be postponed until the next day of meeting. 
13 STATEMENTS ON REPORTS, PAPERS AND PETITIONS — Statements on reports, papers 

and petitions were made by Members pursuant to Sessional Order 16. 
14 INAUGURAL SPEECH — MS SHEENA WATT — Pursuant to Standing Order 5.08, Ms Sheena 

Watt made her inaugural speech. 
15 ADJOURNMENT — Ms Pulford moved, That the House do now adjourn. 
 Debate ensued and responses to certain Adjournment matters were circulated pursuant to 

Standing Order 4.13. 
And then the Council, at 6.36 p.m., adjourned until tomorrow. 
 

ANDREW YOUNG 
Clerk of the Legislative Council   


