
 

 

PROOF 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF VICTORIA 
 
 

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS 
 

 

No 77 — Tuesday 27 October 2020 
 

 1 The House met according to the adjournment — The Speaker took the Chair, read the Prayer 
and made an Acknowledgement of Country.   
 

 2 SITTING ARRANGEMENTS — Motion made, by leave, and question — That so much of 
standing and sessional orders be suspended to allow the following arrangements to come into 
effect immediately and to remain in place until 30 October 2020: 

 
A revised order of business 
 
(1) The order of business is: 

 
Wednesday 
Formal business 
Statements by members 
Statements on parliamentary committee reports 
Government business 
Question time— 1.00 pm 
Lunch break and cleaning in the Chamber — 2.00 pm to 3.00 pm 
Matter of public importance or grievance debate — 3.00 pm 
Government business continued 
 
Thursday 
Formal business 
Statements by members 
Government business 
Lunch break and cleaning in the Chamber — 1.00 pm to 2.00 pm 
Question time — 2.00 pm 
Government business continued 
General business. 

 
(2) The Speaker may order additional breaks to facilitate cleaning in the Chamber. 
 
Times of meeting 
 
(3) Unless otherwise ordered, the House will meet on Wednesday at 10.00 am and 
 Thursday at 9.30 am. 
 
(4) The Speaker will interrupt business under Sessional Order 2 for the adjournment at 

7.00 pm on Tuesday, at 7.30 pm on Wednesday and 5.00 pm on Thursday. 
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Remote participation 
 
(5) Members may participate in debate remotely using an audio link or audio visual link as 
 follows: 

 
(a) the Chair must be satisfied that the quality of the audio link or audio visual link 

 allows the Chair to verify the identity of that member and for the member to 
participate; 

 
(b) a member participating remotely is not counted for the purposes of a quorum 

and may not vote; 
 
(c) members may only participate remotely to speak on: 

 
(i) motions; 
 
(ii) bills, including consideration in detail; 
 
(iii) members’ statements; 
 
(iv) statements on parliamentary committee reports; 
 
(v) question time — to ask questions only; 
 
(vi) grievance debates; 
 
(vii) debates of a matter of public importance; 
 
(viii) a personal explanation;  
 
(ix) adjournment debates — to raise a matter only —  

 
if they are included in the order business; 

 
(d) members participating remotely may only speak when given the call, must 

 comply with all the usual rules of debate and may not: 
 

(i) refuse leave; 
 
(ii) respond to questions without notice, make ministers’ statements or 

respond to matters raised in the adjournment debate; 
 
(iii) call the Chair’s attention to the state of the House; 
 
(iv) take, or speak on, a point of order unless it is taken by another member 

during their speech or relates to the answer to a question they have 
asked; 
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(v) move a motion (except an amendment to a motion or bill when they 
have the call); 

 
(vi) interject; 
 
(vii) chair the debate; 

 
(e) members participating remotely may circulate amendments to bills under 
 SO 64; 
 
(f) in order to assist members participating remotely, the Chair will use a formal call 

list to allocate the call for each debate where practical and members wishing to 
participate remotely may seek the call by: 

 
(i) informing their whip, or the whip’s representative, who will inform the 
 Chair in advance — for a Government or Opposition member; 
 
(ii) informing the Clerk, who will inform the Chair in advance — for any 

other member; 
 

(g) when a member participates remotely, the Chair may exercise all their usual 
 powers to control the debate; 
 
(h) the Chair is given any additional powers necessary to facilitate the smooth 

running of the House and/or to address any technical issues, including but not 
limited to: 

 
(i) stopping the clock; 
 
(ii) returning to a member’s contribution; 
 
(iii) re-ordering business; and 

 
(i) the Speaker may issue Guidelines about remote participation. 

 
Other business to be published in Hansard 

 
(6) Members who are not in attendance on the parliamentary precinct for a sitting day may 

submit: 
 

(a) members’ statements; 
 
(b) statements on parliamentary committee reports; 
 
(c) constituency questions; and 
 
(d) adjournment matters — 
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for that day by emailing them to the Clerk by the adjournment of the House. 
 

(7) The Clerk will accept matters up to the number usually given in the House minus any 
matters verbally given in the House each day, and as allocated between the parties and 
independents in accordance with the call lists approved by the Speaker. 

 
(8) The House authorises and requires these matters to be published in Hansard at the 

point in the proceedings/order of business that the item would have occurred and after 
any contributions (if any) that have been given in the House: 

 
(a)  subject to the Hansard editorial policy; and 
 
(b)  if any matter contains unbecoming expressions or does not comply with the 

rules of debate, the Speaker may direct that the matter be removed or amended 
before it is published. 

 
Members to incorporate their speeches for bills and motions 

 
(9) If a member is not in attendance on the parliamentary precinct for a sitting day and 

they wish to incorporate their speech — 
 

(a)  for any bill on the government business program, they must email their speech 
to the Clerk by the time set down for consideration of that bill under the 
government business program; or 

 
(b)  for any substantive motion considered by the House that day, they must email 

their speech to the Clerk by the adjournment of the House. 
 

(10) Incorporated speeches will be published in Hansard — 
 

(a) for bills, after the relevant second reading speeches made in the House (if any) 
and before the minister’s reply (if any); 

 
(b) for substantive motions, after the relevant speeches made in the House (if any) 

and before the mover’s reply (if any). 
 

(11) If any matter contains unbecoming expressions or does not comply with the rules of 
debate, the Speaker may direct that the matter be removed or amended before it is 
published. 

 
Reduced number of members in the Chamber to assist with physical distancing 
 

(12) Subject to paragraphs (16) and (17), the Chamber will be composed of the Chair and no 
more than 24 other members, being 13 from the Government, seven from the 
Opposition, one Greens member and three independent members. 

 
(13) Except as provided for in paragraphs (16) and (17), if more members than those listed 

in paragraph (12) vote in a division, the Clerk will not count their vote. 



Votes and Proceedings Tuesday 27 October 2020  5 

 

 

 

Quorum 
 

(14) The House gives the Chair further discretion in ringing the bells to form a quorum under 
SO 29, provided the Chair is confident that a quorum is present within the 
parliamentary precinct. 

 
(15) If, under paragraph (14) and SO 29(1), the bells are rung to form a quorum, the 

provisions under paragraph (12) are suspended until a quorum is formed. 
 

(16) If, under SO 29(2), there is found not to be a quorum during a division: 
 

(a) the provisions under paragraph (12) are suspended; 
 
(b) the bells must be rung for a further four minutes; 

 
(c) the Chamber will be composed of the Chair and no more than 40 other 

members, being 23 from the Government, 13 from the Opposition, one Greens 
member and three independent members for the remainder of the sitting day; 
and 

 
(d) if more members than those listed in paragraph (c) vote in the division, the Clerk 

will not count their vote. 
 

Divisions 
 

(17) For questions relating to the passage of bills on the government business program, the 
provisions under paragraph (12) are suspended and divisions will take place as follows: 

 
(a) members will vote in up to four voting groups; 
 

(b) for each voting group: 
 

(i) no more than 24 members, in addition to the Chair, the Leader of the 
House and Manager of Opposition Business (or their representatives), will 
be permitted into the Chamber; 

 
(ii) the Chair will direct that the doors be locked and state the question being 

voted on; 
 
(iii) the Chair will ask members who are voting ‘aye’ to stand in their place and, 

in turn, will ask members who are voting ‘no’ to stand in their place; 
 
(iv) the Clerk will count the votes and the Chair will announce the number of 

votes cast for the ‘ayes’ and ‘noes’ in that group; 
 
(v) subject to sub-paragraph (d), all members except the Chair must then 

leave the Chamber; 
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(vi) the Chair will then ask the Clerk to ring the bells for one minute to call 
members to the Chamber for the next voting group, or to resume the make 
up of the Chamber as set out in paragraph (12), as required; 

 
(c) subject to sub-paragraph (d), members will only be permitted to enter the 

Chamber once for each division and any member present in the Chamber must 
vote; 

 
(d) the Leader of the House and Manager of Opposition Business, or their 

representatives, may remain in the Chamber for the entirety of the division, 
but can only stand to vote in one group; and 

 
(e) at the conclusion of the four voting groups, the Chair will announce the result 

of the division. 
 

Register of opinion on division questions 
 

(18) If a division has taken place, a member not in attendance for the division can register 
their opinion on the question: 

 
(a) any members wishing to do so must notify the Clerk in writing of their opinion 

(either ‘yes’ or ‘no’) on the same day the division took place by no later than 
one hour after the House adjourns; and 

 
(b) any such opinion will be published, separately from the results of the vote, in 

Hansard and the Votes and Proceedings 
 

(Ms Allan) — put and agreed to. 
 

 3 QUESTION TIME — (Under Sessional Order 9). 
 
 4 SPENT CONVICTIONS BILL 2020 — Ms Hennessy introduced ‘A Bill for an Act to establish a 

scheme for certain convictions to become spent in Victoria and non-disclosable on a person’s 
criminal record unless in specific circumstances, to consequentially amend the Equal 
Opportunity Act 2010 and for other purposes’; and, after debate, the Bill was read a first time 
and ordered to be read a second time tomorrow.   
 

 5 ENERGY LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (LICENCE CONDITIONS) BILL 2020 — Ms D’Ambrosio 
introduced ‘A Bill for an Act to amend the Electricity Industry Act 2000 and the Gas Industry 
Act 2001 to enable the Minister to impose conditions on licences issued under those Acts and 
to make consequential amendments to the National Electricity (Victoria) Act 2005 and for 
other purposes’; and, after debate, the Bill was read a first time and ordered to be read a 
second time tomorrow.   
 

 6 TRANSPORT LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2020 — Mr Carroll introduced ‘A Bill for an Act 
to amend the Accident Towing Services Act 2007, the Heavy Vehicle National Law 
Application Act 2013, the Rail Management Act 1996, the Road Management Act 2004, the 
Road Safety Act 1986, the Transport (Compliance and Miscellaneous) Act 1983, the 
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Transport Integration Act 2010 and the Transport Legislation Amendment Act 2019 and for 
other purposes’; and, after debate, the Bill was read a first time and ordered to be read a 
second time tomorrow.   
 

 7 DOCUMENTS  
 
SCRUTINY OF ACTS AND REGULATIONS COMMITTEE — Annual Review 2019, Regulations and 
Legislative Instruments, together with appendices tabled by leave (Ms Connolly). 

 
Ordered to be published. 

 
SCRUTINY OF ACTS AND REGULATIONS COMMITTEE — Ms Connolly tabled the Alert Digest 
No 10 of 2020 from the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee on the: 
 
COVID-19 Omnibus (Emergency Measures) and Other Acts Amendment Act 2020 (House 
Amendment) 
Justice Legislation Amendment (Supporting Victims and Other Matters) Bill 2020 
Marine Safety Amendment (Better Boating Fund) Bill 2020 
 
together with appendices. 
 
Ordered to be published. 
 
DOCUMENTS TABLED UNDER ACTS OF PARLIAMENT — The Clerk tabled the following 
documents under Acts of Parliament: 

 
Forests (Wood Pulp Agreement) Act 1996 — Amendment of agreement under s 7 
 
Planning and Environment Act 1987 — Notices of approval of amendments to the following 
Planning Schemes: 
 
Banyule — C120 
Brimbank — C223 
Boroondara — GC164 
Glen Eira — C196, C202 
Manningham — GC164 
Maroondah — C141 
Moonee Valley — C213 
Mornington Peninsula — C261 
Port Phillip — C166, C174 
Stonnington — C307 
Victoria Planning Provisions — VC193 
Whitehorse — C227 
Yarra — C278, C282, C287 
 
Statutory Rules under the following Acts: 
 
Planning and Environment Act 1987 — SR 111 
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Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 — SR 110 
 
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 — Documents under s 15 in relation to Statutory Rules 101, 
110.  

 
 8 MESSAGES FROM THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — Agreeing to the following bills without 

amendment: 
 
National Energy Legislation Amendment Bill 2020  
Police and Emergency Legislation Amendment Bill 2020 
Project Development and Construction Management Amendment Bill 2020. 
 

 9 MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR — ASSENT TO BILLS — Informing the Legislative Assembly 
that she had given the royal assent to the following bills, presented to her by the Clerk of the 
Parliaments: 
 
On 20 October 2020  
COVID-19 Omnibus (Emergency Measures) and Other Acts Amendment Bill 2020 
National Energy Legislation Amendment Bill 2020 
 
On 27 October 2020  
Police and Emergency Legislation Amendment Bill 2020 
Project Development and Construction Management Amendment Bill 2020. 
 

 10 MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR — Recommending appropriations for the purposes of the 
following bills: 
 
Justice Legislation Amendment (Supporting Victims and Other Matters) Bill 2020 
Marine Safety Amendment (Better Boating Fund) Bill 2020. 
 

 11 GOVERNMENT BUSINESS PROGRAM — Motion made and question — That, under SO 94(2), 
the Orders of the Day, Government Business, relating to the following bills be considered and 
completed by 5.00 pm on Thursday 29 October 2020: 
 
Education and Training Reform Amendment Bill 2020 
Human Tissue Amendment Bill 2020  
Justice Legislation Amendment (Supporting Victims and Other Matters) Bill 2020  
Marine Safety Amendment (Better Boating Fund) Bill 2020 
 
(Ms Allan) — after debate, put. 
 
The House divided (the Speaker, Mr Brooks, in the Chair) — 
 

AYES 13 
 

Juliana Addison; Jacinta Allan; Lizzie Blandthorn; Josh Bull; Anthony Carbines; Darren Cheeseman; Steve 
Dimopoulos; Will Fowles; Katie Hall; Dustin Halse; Frank McGuire; Pauline Richards; Mary-Anne Thomas. 
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NOES 9 
 

Neil Angus; Tim Bull; Russell Northe; Danny O’Brien; Brad Rowswell; Suzanna Sheed; David Southwick; Peter 
Walsh; Kim Wells. 

 

Question agreed to. 
 
The following members, who were not in attendance for the division, registered their opinion 
on the question: 
 

AYES  
 

Daniel Andrews; Chris Brayne; Ben Carroll; Sarah Connolly; Christine Couzens; Jordan Crugnale; Lily D’Ambrosio; 
Luke Donnellan; Paul Edbrooke; Maree Edwards; John Eren; Martin Foley; Matt Fregon; Danielle Green; Bronwyn 
Halfpenny; Paul Hamer; Jill Hennessy; Melissa Horne; Natalie Hutchins; Marlene Kairouz; John Kennedy; 
Ms Kilkenny; Gary Maas; Stephen McGhie; James Merlino; Lisa Neville; Martin Pakula; Tim Pallas; Danny 
Pearson; Tim Richardson; Robin Scott; Michaela Settle; Ros Spence; Nick Staikos; Natalie Suleyman; Meng Heang 
Tak; Jackson Taylor; Kat Theophanous; Vicki Ward; Gabrielle Williams; Richard Wynne. 

 
NOES  

 
James Newbury. 

 
 12 STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS — Members made statements. 
 
 13 EDUCATION AND TRAINING REFORM AMENDMENT BILL 2020 — Order read for resuming 

debate on question — That this Bill be now read a second time; debate resumed. 
 

Business was interrupted at 7.00 pm under the resolution of the House today. 
 
 14 ADJOURNMENT — The Acting Speaker announced that the time for the adjournment of the 

House had arrived and, after debate, the Speaker left the Chair at 7.23 pm. 
 

 
 

BRIDGET NOONAN COLIN BROOKS MP 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly  Speaker 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 


