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1 The President took the Chair at 9.34 a.m., read the Prayer and made an Acknowledgement of 
Country. 

2 PETITION — AMEND THE VICTORIAN FORESTRY PLAN — Mrs McArthur presented a Petition 

bearing 893 signatures from certain citizens of Victoria requesting that the Legislative Council 
call on the Government to amend the Victorian Forestry Plan to provide for ecologically 
sustainable production of hardwood timber in state forests, with a focus on high value products 
and attain the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certification for all VicForests timber harvesting 
operations across Victoria. 

 Ordered to lie on the Table. 

3 PAPERS PURSUANT TO STATUTE — The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of 
several Acts of Parliament, were laid on the Table by the Clerk: 

Auditor-General’s Reports on —  
ICT Provisioning in Schools, April 2022 (Ordered to be published). 
Government Advertising, April 2022 (Ordered to be published). 

Victorian Law Reform Commission —  
Improving the Justice System Response to Sexual Offences: Supplementary Report on 

‘Grab and Drag’ Conduct, December 2021 (Ordered to be published). 
Stalking — Interim Report, December 2021 (Ordered to be published). 

*   *   *   *   * 
 PROCLAMATIONS — Proclamations of the Governor in Council fixing operative dates in respect 

of the following Acts were laid on the Table by the Clerk: 

Justice Legislation Amendment (Criminal Procedure Disclosure and Other Matters) Act 2022 
— Part 3 — 29 March 2022 (Gazette No. S157, 29 March 2022). 

Major Events Legislation Amendment (Unauthorised Ticket Packages and Other Matters)  
Act 2022 — Whole Act — 31 March 2022 (Gazette No. S157, 29 March 2022). 

4 PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS — CLOSURE OF THE VICTORIAN NATIVE TIMBER 
INDUSTRY — The Clerk laid on the Table a letter from the Attorney-General, dated  
5 April 2022, in response to the Resolution of the Council of 23 March 2022 (on the motion of 
Mr Bourman), and further to the Government’s responses of 1 December 2021 and  
9 March 2022, relating to the closure of the Victorian Native Timber Industry, advising that there 
was insufficient time to respond and that a final response to the Order would be provided as 
soon as possible. 

5 PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS — EMERGENCY SERVICES TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
AUTHORITY — The Clerk laid on the Table a letter from the Attorney-General, dated  
5 April 2022, in response to the Resolution of the Council of 23 March 2022 (on the motion of 
Mr Davis), relating to the Emergency Services Telecommunications Authority, advising that 
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there was insufficient time to respond and that a final response to the Order would be provided 
as soon as possible. 

6 ENVIRONMENT AND PLANNING COMMITTEE — EXTENSION TO REPORTING DATE — 
INQUIRY INTO RENEWABLE ENERGY IN VICTORIA — Mr Hayes moved, by leave, That the 

Resolution of the Council of 4 March 2020 and the Resolution of the Committee reported to the 
House on 2 June 2020 requiring the Environment and Planning Committee to inquire into, 
consider and report, by 30 April 2022, on Victoria’s transition to renewable energy, be amended 
so as to now require the Committee to present its report by 31 May 2022. 

 Debate ensued. 

 Question — put and agreed to. 

7 MEMBERS’ STATEMENTS — Statements were made by Members pursuant to Standing Order 
5.13 and further statements were received from Members for incorporation in Hansard pursuant 
to an Order of the Council of 7 September 2021. 

8 PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS — EMERGENCY SERVICES TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
AUTHORITY CONSULTANCIES — Ms Crozier moved, That this House — 

(1) notes that the Emergency Services Telecommunications Authority (ESTA) reported over 
$15 million of consultancies listed in its Annual Reports since 2014, of which no final reports 
have been released; and 

(2) requires, in accordance with Standing Order 11.01, the Leader of the Government to table 
in the Council, within 14 calendar days of the House agreeing to this resolution, all final 
reports or, if a final report is not available, an interim or draft report, for the consultancies 
commissioned by ESTA since 4 December 2014. 

 Debate ensued. 

 Question — put and agreed to. 

9 UKRAINE — Mr Atkinson moved, That this House — 

(1) deplores the unprovoked Russian invasion of the sovereign territory of Ukraine;  
(2) expresses — 

(a) solidarity with the people of Ukraine and praises their courage in defence of their 
sovereign nation and democratic values; 

(b) its shared distress with and support for the Ukrainian community in Victoria as Ukraine 
fights to remain an independent democratic nation; 

(c) its gratitude to the countries providing humanitarian aid and support for refugees and 
the Ukrainians defending their nation;  

(d) solidarity and support for the Russian citizens risking their safety and freedom in peace 
protests in Russia; 

(3) condemns — 
(a) the atrocities and war crimes especially those committed on civilians and children by 

Russian armed forces at the direction of President Putin; 
(b) the unconscionable threats made by President Putin involving an escalation in the war 

against Ukraine and other nations; and 
(4) calls for an immediate cessation of hostilities and the unconditional withdrawal of Russian 

armed forces. 

 Debate ensued. 

 Question — put and agreed to. 

10 BUSINESS POSTPONED — Ordered — That the consideration of Notice of Motion, General 
Business, No. 737, be postponed until later this day. 

11 SEXUAL ASSAULT REPORTING OPTION — Mr Grimley moved, That this House — 

(1) notes that — 
(a) the Victorian Law Reform Commission’s (VLRC) Report, Improving the Justice System 

Responses to Sexual Offences, found that approximately 87 per cent of people who 
experience sexual violence do not report it to the police; 
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(b) the VLRC Report found reasons sexual assault victim-survivors do not report to police 
include wanting to explore restorative justice processes, negative perceptions of police, 
or thinking their sexual assault is not serious enough to warrant a police report; 

(c) a Sexual Assault Reporting Option (SARO) is an alternative reporting mechanism that 
allows victim-survivors to report a range of sexual crimes to designated agencies and 
receive appropriate support; 

(d) the South Eastern Centre Against Sexual Assault ran the Sexual Assault Report 
Anonymously service in Victoria until 2020 where it received 1,200 reports each year; 

(e) in addition to other jurisdictions, NSW’s SARO has successfully led to prosecutions on 
crimes such as sexual assaults and drink spiking, however, the NSW model is not 
deemed best practice and improvements should be made when adopting the system 
in Victoria; 

(f) a SARO was recommended by the VLRC Report; 
(2) calls on the Government to — 

(a) commit to implementing a SARO; 
(b) begin an Engage Victoria consultation and roundtable with stakeholders to develop a 

best practice SARO model; and 
(3) requires the Government to table a report on the findings of the Engage Victoria consultation 

outlined in paragraph (2)(b) in the Legislative Council by 1 September 2022. 

 Debate ensued. 

 Business having been interrupted at 12.00 noon pursuant to Sessional Orders — 

12 QUESTIONS AND MINISTERS’ STATEMENTS — Questions without notice were taken and 
Ministers’ Statements were made pursuant to Sessional Order 13. 

*   *   *   *   * 
 QUESTIONS DIRECTED FOR WRITTEN RESPONSE — The President directed written 

responses be provided to questions without notice pursuant to Standing Order 8.07 as follows: 

• Duck shooting infringements — substantive and supplementary questions asked by 
Mr Meddick — response from Ms Tierney due Friday, 8 April 2022. 

• Firearms dealers licences — substantive and supplementary questions asked by 
Mr Quilty — response from Ms Tierney due Friday, 8 April 2022. 

• CFA accommodation — substantive and supplementary questions asked by  
Ms Burnett-Wake — response from Ms Symes due Thursday, 7 April 2022. 

• Elective surgery funding — substantive and supplementary questions asked by Mr Hayes 

— response from Ms Symes due Friday, 8 April 2022. 

• Western Ring Road contract — substantive question asked by Mr Davis — response from 

Ms Pulford due Thursday, 7 April 2022. 

13 CONSTITUENCY QUESTIONS — Constituency questions were taken pursuant to 
Standing Order 8.08 and further questions were received from Members for incorporation in 
Hansard pursuant to an Order of the Council of 7 September 2021. 

14 SEXUAL ASSAULT REPORTING OPTION — Debate continued on the question, That this 
House — 
(1) notes that — 

(a) the Victorian Law Reform Commission’s (VLRC) Report, Improving the Justice System 
Responses to Sexual Offences, found that approximately 87 per cent of people who 
experience sexual violence do not report it to the police; 

(b) the VLRC Report found reasons sexual assault victim-survivors do not report to police 
include wanting to explore restorative justice processes, negative perceptions of police, 
or thinking their sexual assault is not serious enough to warrant a police report; 

(c) a Sexual Assault Reporting Option (SARO) is an alternative reporting mechanism that 
allows victim-survivors to report a range of sexual crimes to designated agencies and 
receive appropriate support; 

(d) the South Eastern Centre Against Sexual Assault ran the Sexual Assault Report 
Anonymously service in Victoria until 2020 where it received 1,200 reports each year; 
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(e) in addition to other jurisdictions, NSW’s SARO has successfully led to prosecutions on 
crimes such as sexual assaults and drink spiking, however, the NSW model is not 
deemed best practice and improvements should be made when adopting the system 
in Victoria; 

(f) a SARO was recommended by the VLRC Report; 
(2) calls on the Government to — 

(a) commit to implementing a SARO; 
(b) begin an Engage Victoria consultation and roundtable with stakeholders to develop a 

best practice SARO model; and 
(3) requires the Government to table a report on the findings of the Engage Victoria consultation 

outlined in paragraph (2)(b) in the Legislative Council by 1 September 2022. 

 Question — put and agreed to. 

15 BUSINESS POSTPONED — Ordered — That the consideration of Notice of Motion, General 
Business, No. 729, be postponed until later this day. 

16 POLITICAL DONATIONS — Mr Hayes moved, That this House notes that — 

(1) it is critical for public trust in democracy that impartiality in government decision-making not 
only exists but is seen to exist;  

(2) weak donation laws undermine the public’s trust in Victoria’s political and bureaucratic 
processes, by creating perceived conflicts with the flow of money and undue influence in 
government; 

(3) donations from sectors who rely on the issuing of government permits is highly problematic 
for public trust;  

(4) a political donation is defined as a gift of money, services, loans, guarantees or property;  
(5) the following donations are not currently categorised as gifts — 

(a) donations made through attendance at party fundraisers; 
(b) annual subscriptions to political parties registered in Victoria; 
(c) annual levies to political parties registered in Victoria; 

(6) subsection 5(2) of the NSW Election Funding Act 2018 relating to political donations 
specifically states that 'an amount paid by a person as a contribution, entry fee or other 
payment to entitle that or any other person to participate in or otherwise obtain any benefit 
from a fundraising venture or function (being an amount that forms part of the gross 
proceeds of the venture or function)’; 

and calls on the Government to broaden the definition of ‘donation’ to include income from party 
fundraisers, corporate sponsorship of business forums, annual levies and membership fees over 
$1,000 per year. 

 Debate ensued. 

 Question — put. 

 The Council divided — The President in the Chair. 

AYES, 10 

Mr Barton; Mr Bourman; Mr Grimley; Mr Hayes; Mr Limbrick; Ms Maxwell; Mr Meddick; 
Ms Patten; Mr Quilty; Ms Vaghela. 
(Recorded by Clerks-at-the-Table, pursuant to an Order of the Council of 23 April 2020) 

NOES, 24 

Mr Atkinson; Ms Bath; Ms Burnett-Wake; Ms Crozier; Dr Cumming; Mr Davis; 
Mr Elasmar; Mr Erdogan; Mr Finn; Mr Gepp; Dr Kieu; Mr Leane; Ms Lovell; 
Mrs McArthur; Mr Melhem; Mr Ondarchie; Ms Pulford; Mr Rich-Phillips; Ms Shing; 
Ms Symes; Mr Tarlamis; Ms Taylor; Ms Tierney; Ms Watt. 
(Recorded by Clerks-at-the-Table, pursuant to an Order of the Council of 23 April 2020) 

 Question negatived. 

17 BUSINESS POSTPONED — Ordered — That the consideration of the remaining Notices of 
Motion and Orders of the Day, General Business, be postponed until the next day of meeting. 

18 STATEMENTS ON REPORTS, PAPERS AND PETITIONS — Statements on reports, papers 
and petitions were made by Members pursuant to Sessional Order 16. 
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19 ADJOURNMENT — Mr Leane moved, That the House do now adjourn. 

 Debate ensued and further adjournment matters were received from Members for incorporation 
in Hansard pursuant to an Order of the Council of 7 September 2021. 

And then the Council, at 5.54 p.m., adjourned until tomorrow. 

 
  ANDREW YOUNG 

 Clerk of the Legislative Council 

 


