
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF VICTORIA 
 
 

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS 
Nos 122, 123 and 124 

 

 

No 122 — Tuesday 5 October 2021 
 

 1 The House met in accordance with the terms of its resolution on Thursday 
16 September 2021, the Speaker having fixed today at 9.00 am as the time of meeting — The 
Speaker took the Chair, read the Prayer and made an Acknowledgement of Country.   
 

 2 SITTING ARRANGEMENTS — Motion made, by leave, and question — That so much of 
standing and sessional orders be suspended to allow the following arrangements to come into 
effect immediately and to remain in place until 8 October 2021: 

 
Order of business 
 
(1)  The order of business is: 
 

Tuesday 
Formal business 
Government business 
Questions without notice and ministers’ statements — 1.00 pm 
Government business continued 
 
Wednesday 
Formal business 
Government business 
Matter of public importance — 11.00 am 
Government business continued 
Questions without notice and ministers’ statements — 1.00 pm 
Government business continued 
 
Thursday 
Formal business 
Government business 
Questions without notice and ministers’ statements — 1.00 pm 
Government business continued. 

 
(2) The processes for interruptions under Sessional Orders 2 and 3(4) apply at the times set 

out in paragraph (1). 
 
Time of meeting 
 
(3) Unless otherwise ordered, the House will meet each Wednesday and Thursday at 

9.00 am. 
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Automatic interruption and no adjournment debates 
 
(4) The Chair will interrupt business each day at 2.00 pm and SO 32 applies accordingly. 

There will be no adjournment debate. 
 
Cleaning in the Chamber 
 
(5) The Speaker may order additional breaks to facilitate cleaning in the Chamber. 
 
Face masks in the Chamber 
 
(6) Members must wear face masks in the Chamber except when they have the call to speak 

or if an exception applies. 
 
Reduced numbers of members to assist with physical distancing 
 
(7) Subject to paragraphs (11) and (12), the House will be composed of the Chair and no 

more than 24 other members, being 13 from the Government, seven from the 
Opposition, one Greens member and three independent members on the floor of the 
Chamber. 

 
(8) Except as provided for in paragraphs (11) and (12), if more members than those listed 

in paragraph (7) vote in a division, the Clerk will not count their vote. 
 
Quorum 
 
(9) The House gives the Chair further discretion in ringing the bells to form a quorum under 

SO 29, provided the Chair is confident that a quorum is present within the parliamentary 
precinct. 

 
(10) If, under paragraph (9) and SO 29(1), the bells are rung to form a quorum, the provisions 

under paragraph (7) are suspended until a quorum is formed. 
 
(11) If, under SO 29(2), there is found not to be a quorum during a division: 
 

(a) the provisions under paragraph (7) are suspended; 
 
(b) the bells must be rung for a further four minutes; 
 
(c) the Chamber will be composed of the Chair and no more than 40 other members, 

being 23 from the Government, 13 from the Opposition, one Greens member and 
three independent members for the remainder of the sitting day; and 

 
(d) if more members than those listed in paragraph (c) vote in the division, the Clerk 

will not count their vote. 
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Divisions 
 
(12) For questions relating to the passage of bills on the government business program, the 

provisions of paragraph (7) are suspended and divisions will take place as follows: 
 

(a) the Chair will direct that the lower public galleries be cleared for the duration of 
the division; 

 
(b) members will vote in up to four voting groups; 
 
(c) for each voting group: 
 

(i) no more than 24 members, in addition to the Chair, the Leader of the House 
and Manager of Opposition Business (or their representatives), will be 
permitted into the Chamber; 

 
(ii) the Chair will direct that the doors be locked and state the question being 

voted on; 
 
(iii) the Chair will ask members who are voting ‘aye’ to stand in their place and, 

in turn, will ask members who are voting ‘no’ to stand in their place; 
 
(iv) the Clerk will count the votes and the Chair will announce the number of 

votes cast for the ‘ayes’ and ‘noes’ in that group; 
 
(v) subject to subparagraph (e), all members except the Chair must then leave 

the Chamber; 
 
(vi) the Chair will then ask the Clerk to ring the bells for one minute to call 

members to the Chamber for the next voting group, or to resume the make 
up of the Chamber as set out in paragraph (7), as required; 

 
(d) subject to subparagraph (e), members will only be permitted to enter the 

Chamber once for each division and any member present in the Chamber must 
vote; 

 
(e) the Leader of the House and Manager of Opposition Business, or their 

representatives, may remain in the Chamber for the entirety of the division, but 
can only stand to vote in one group; and 

 
(f) at the conclusion of the four voting groups, the Chair will announce the result of 

the division. 
 
Register of opinion on division questions 
 
(13) If a division has taken place, a member not in attendance for the division can register 

their opinion on the question: 
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(a) any members wishing to do so must notify the Clerk in writing of their opinion 
(either ‘aye’ or ‘no’) by no later than one hour after the division has been 
completed; and 

 
(b) any such opinion will be published, separately from the results of the vote, in 

Hansard and the Votes and Proceedings. 
 
Remote participation 
 
(14) Members may participate in debate remotely using an audio link or audio visual link as 

follows: 
 

(a) the Chair must be satisfied that the quality of the audio link or audio visual link 
allows the Chair to verify the identity of that member and for the member to 
participate; 

 
(b) a member participating remotely is not counted for the purposes of a quorum and 

may not vote; 
 
(c) members may only participate remotely to speak on: 
 

(i) motions; 
 
(ii) bills, including consideration in detail; 
 
(iii) questions without notice — to ask questions only; 
 
(iv) matters of public importance; 
 
(v) a personal explanation; 

 
(d) members participating remotely may only speak when given the call, must comply 

with all the usual rules of debate and may not: 
 

(i) refuse leave; 
 
(ii) respond to questions without notice, make ministers’ statements or 

respond to matters raised in the adjournment debate; 
 
(iii) call the Chair’s attention to the state of the House; 
 
(iv) take, or speak on, a point of order unless it is taken by another member 

during their speech or relates to the answer to a question they have asked; 
 
(v) move a motion (except an amendment to a motion or bill when they have 

the call); 
 
(vi) interject; 
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(vii) chair the debate; 
 

(e) members participating remotely may circulate amendments to bills under SO 64; 
 
(f) in order to assist members participating remotely, the Chair will use a formal call 

list to allocate the call for each debate where practical and members wishing to 
participate remotely may seek the call by: 

 
(i) informing their whip, or the whip’s representative, who will inform the Chair 

in advance — for a Government or Opposition member; 
 
(ii) informing the Clerk, who will inform the Chair in advance — for any other 

member; 
 
(g) when a member participates remotely, the Chair may exercise all their usual 

powers to control the debate; 
 
(h) the Chair is given any additional powers necessary to facilitate the smooth running 

of the House and/or to address any technical issues, including but not limited to: 
 
(i) stopping the clock; 
 
(ii) returning to a member’s contribution; 

 
(iii) reordering business; and 

 
(i) the Speaker may issue guidelines about remote participation. 

 
Other business to be published in Hansard 
 
(15) Members may submit: 

 
(a) members’ statements; 
 
(b) statements on parliamentary committee reports; 
 
(c) constituency questions; and 
 
(d) adjournment matters — 

 
for each sitting day by emailing them to the Clerk by the adjournment of the House. 

 
(16) The Clerk will accept matters up to the number usually given in the House and as 

allocated between the parties and independents in accordance with the call lists 
approved by the Speaker. 

 
(17) The House authorises and requires these matters to be published in Hansard at the end 

of each day’s Hansard accordingly: 
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(a) subject to the Hansard editorial policy; and 
 
(b) if any matter contains unbecoming expressions or does not comply with the rules 

of debate, the Speaker may direct that the matter be removed or amended before 
it is published. 

 
Incorporation of speeches 
 
(18) Members may incorporate their speeches for any bills on the government business 

program or substantive motions considered by the House that day. 
 
(19) Members must submit their speeches for incorporation by the following deadlines: 
 

(a) for any bill on the government business program, they must email their speech to 
the Clerk by the time set down for consideration of that bill under the government 
business program; or 

 
(b) for substantive motions, by the adjournment of the House each day. 

 
(20) Incorporated speeches for bills and motions will be published in Hansard — 
 

(a) for bills, after the relevant second reading speeches made in the House (if any) 
and before the minister’s reply (if any); and 

 
(b) for substantive motions, after the relevant speeches made in the House (if any) 

and before the mover’s reply (if any). 
 

(21) If any matter contains unbecoming expressions or does not comply with the rules of 
debate, the Speaker may direct that the matter be removed or amended before it is 
published 

 
(Ms Allan) — after debate, put and agreed to. 
 

3  HEALTH LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (INFORMATION SHARING) BILL 2021 — Mr Foley 
introduced ‘A Bill for an Act to amend the Health Services Act 1988 to establish a centralised 
electronic system to enable public hospitals and other specified health services to share 
specified patient health information, to make consequential amendments to the Health 
Records Act 2001 and for other purposes’; and, after debate, the Bill was read a first time and 
ordered to be read a second time tomorrow.   
 

 4 CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES AMENDMENT (CHILD PROTECTION) BILL 2021 — Mr Foley 
introduced ‘A Bill for an Act to amend the Children, Youth and Families Act 2005, to make 
consequential amendments to other Acts and for other purposes’; and, after debate, the Bill 
was read a first time and ordered to be read a second time tomorrow. 
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 5 DOCUMENTS  

 
SCRUTINY OF ACTS AND REGULATIONS COMMITTEE — Mr Burgess, Deputy Chair, tabled the 
Alert Digest No 12 of 2021 from the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee on the: 
 
Bail Amendment (Reducing Pre-trial Imprisonment of Women, Aboriginal, and Vulnerable 
Persons) Bill 2021 
Education and Training Reform Amendment (Senior Secondary Pathways Reforms and Other 
Matters) Bill 2021 
Essential Services Commission (Compliance and Enforcement Powers) Amendment Bill 2021 
Firearms and Other Acts Amendment Bill 2021 
Forests Amendment (Forest Firefighters Presumptive Rights Compensation) Bill 2021 
Terrorism (Community Protection) Amendment Bill 2021 
Transport Legislation Amendment (Transport Plan) Bill 2021 
Water and Catchment Legislation Amendment Bill 2021 
 
together with appendices. 
 
Ordered to be published. 
 
PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES COMMITTEE — Mr Riordan, Deputy Chair, tabled a 
report from the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee on the 2021–22 Budget Estimates, 
together with transcripts of evidence. 
 
Report ordered to be published. 
 
DOCUMENTS TABLED UNDER ACTS OF PARLIAMENT — The Clerk tabled the following 
documents under Acts of Parliament: 
 
Auditor-General: 
 
Major Projects Performance — Ordered to be published 
Report 2020–21 
 
Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978: 
 
Order under s 17B granting a licence over Sandringham Beach Park Reserve  
Order under s 17D granting a lease over Tasma Terrace Reserve  
 
Planning and Environment Act 1987 — Notices of approval of amendments to the following 
Planning Schemes: 
 
Boroondara — C340, C358 
Cardinia — C228 
Darebin — C197, C201, C205 
Glen Eira — C230 
Golden Plains — C94 
Greater Bendigo — C272, C273 
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Hume — C256   
Maroondah — C142 
Melbourne — C308, C398, C411, C416 
Melton — C170 
Moira — C88 
Moreland — C207 
Stonnington — C311 
Victoria Planning Provisions — VC208 
Wangaratta — C81 
Whittlesea — C204 
Wodonga — C131 
Yarra — C294 
Yarra Ranges — C178 
 
Project Development and Construction Management Act 1994 — Documents under s 9 in 
relation to the Bills Street Redevelopment (three documents) 
 
Road Safety Camera Commissioner — Report 2020–21 
 
Statutory Rules under the following Acts: 
 
Bus Safety Act 2009 — SR 119 
Commercial Passenger Vehicle Industry Act 2017 — SR 125 
Conveyancers Act 2006 — SR 118 
Environment Protection Act 2017 — SR 123 
Road Safety Act 1986 — SRs 116, 121 
Sheriff Act 2009 — SR 117 
Status of Children Act 1974 — SR 122 
Subdivision Act 1988 — SR 124 
Tourist and Heritage Railways Act 2010 — SR 120 
 
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994: 
 
Documents under s 15 in relation to Statutory Rules 116, 117, 118, 119, 120, 121, 122, 124, 
125 
Documents under s 16B in relation to the First Home Owner Grant and Home Buyer 
Schemes Act 2000 — Home Buyer Scheme Declaration (Victorian Homebuyer Fund). 
 

 6 MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR — ASSENT TO BILLS — Informing the Legislative Assembly 
that she had, on 21 September 2021, given the royal assent to the following bills, presented 
to her by the Clerk of the Parliaments: 
 
Judicial Proceedings Reports Amendment Bill 2021  
Occupational Health and Safety and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021 
Social Services Regulation Bill 2021. 
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 7 GOVERNMENT BUSINESS PROGRAM — Motion made and question — That, under SO 94(2), 

the Orders of the Day, Government Business, relating to the following bills be considered and 
completed by 2.00 pm on Thursday 7 October 2021: 
 
Essential Services Commission (Compliance and Enforcement Powers) Amendment Bill 2021 
Firearms and Other Acts Amendment Bill 2021 
Forests Amendment (Forest Firefighters Presumptive Rights Compensation) Bill 2021 
Water and Catchment Legislation Amendment Bill 2021 
 
(Ms Allan) — after debate, put and agreed to. 
 

 8 POSTPONEMENT OF ORDERS OF THE DAY — Ordered — That the consideration of 
Government Business, Orders of the Day, Nos 1 and 2, be postponed until later this day. 
 

 9 WATER AND CATCHMENT LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2021 — Order read for resuming 
debate on question — That this Bill be now read a second time; debate resumed. 

 
Motion made and question — That the debate be now adjourned (Ms Hutchins) — put and 
agreed to. 
 
Ordered — That the debate be adjourned until later this day. 

 
 10 ESSENTIAL SERVICES COMMISSION (COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT POWERS) 

AMENDMENT BILL 2021 — Order read for resuming debate on question — That this Bill be 
now read a second time; debate resumed. 
 
Business was interrupted at 1.00 pm under the resolution of the House today. 

 
 11 QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE AND MINISTERS’ STATEMENTS  
 
 12 ESSENTIAL SERVICES COMMISSION (COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT POWERS) 

AMENDMENT BILL 2021 — Debate continued on question — That this Bill be now read a 
second time. 
 
Business was interrupted at 2.00 pm under the resolution of the House today. 
 

 13 ADJOURNMENT — The Speaker announced that the time for the adjournment of the House 
had arrived and left the Chair at 2.00 pm. 
 

 
 

BRIDGET NOONAN COLIN BROOKS MP 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly  Speaker 
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No 123 — Wednesday 6 October 2021 
 

 1 The House met in accordance with the terms of its resolution on Tuesday 5 October 2021 — 
The Speaker took the Chair, read the Prayer and made an Acknowledgement of Country.  

 
 2 DOMESTIC ANIMALS AMENDMENT (REUNITING PETS AND OTHER MATTERS) BILL 2021 — 

Ms Thomas introduced ‘A Bill for an Act to amend the Domestic Animals Act 1994 to improve 
the process for reuniting pets with their owners and to make other miscellaneous and 
consequential amendments and for other purposes’; and, after debate, the Bill was read a first 
time and ordered to be read a second time tomorrow.   
 

 3 DOCUMENT TABLED UNDER AN ACT OF PARLIAMENT — The Clerk tabled the following 
document under an Act of Parliament: 
 
Planning and Environment Act 1987 — Notice of approval of an amendment to the 
Melbourne Planning Scheme — C418. 
 

 4 MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR — Recommending appropriations for the purposes of the 
following bills: 
 
Terrorism (Community Protection) Amendment Bill 2021 
Water and Catchment Legislation Amendment Bill 2021. 
 

 5 MESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — Agreeing to the Forests Legislation 
Amendment (Compliance and Enforcement) Bill 2019 with amendments. 
 
Ordered — That the amendments be taken into later this day.   
 

 6 FORESTS LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT) BILL 2019 — 
Order read for the consideration of the amendments made by the Legislative Council. 
 
Motion made and question — That the amendments be agreed to (Ms Allan) — and, after 
debate — 
 
Motion made and question — That the question be now put (Mr Pearson) — put. 
 
The House divided (the Speaker, Mr Brooks, in the Chair) — 
 

AYES 14 
 

Juliana Addison; Josh Bull; Anthony Carbines; Darren Cheeseman; Jordan Crugnale; Paul Edbrooke; Sonya 
Kilkenny; Martin Pakula; Danny Pearson; Tim Read; Pauline Richards; Tim Richardson; Natalie Suleyman; Kat 
Theophanous. 
 

NOES 8 
 
Emma Kealy; Cindy McLeish; Danny O’Brien; Brad Rowswell; Suzanna Sheed; Ryan Smith; Louise Staley; Bridget 
Vallence. 
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Question agreed to. 
 
The following members, who were not in attendance for the division, registered their opinion 
on the question: 
 

AYES  
 

Daniel Andrews; Lizzie Blandthorn; Chris Brayne; Ben Carroll; Sarah Connolly; Christine Couzens; Lily D’Ambrosio; 
Steve Dimopoulos; Luke Donnellan; Maree Edwards; John Eren; Martin Foley; Will Fowles; Matt Fregon; Bronwyn 
Halfpenny; Katie Hall; Paul Hamer; Jill Hennessy; Melissa Horne; Natalie Hutchins; John Kennedy; Gary Maas; 
Stephen McGhie; Frank McGuire; James Merlino; Tim Pallas; Robin Scott; Michaela Settle; Ros Spence; Nick 
Staikos; Meng Heang Tak; Jackson Taylor; Mary-Anne Thomas; Vicki Ward; Gabrielle Williams; Richard Wynne. 

 
NOES  

 
Neil Angus; Brad Battin; Gary Blackwood; Tim Bull; David Morris; Russell Northe; Steph Ryan; Bill Tilley. 
 
Original question — accordingly put. 
 
The House divided (the Speaker, Mr Brooks, in the Chair) — 
 

AYES 14 
 
Juliana Addison; Josh Bull; Anthony Carbines; Darren Cheeseman; Jordan Crugnale; Paul Edbrooke; Sonya 
Kilkenny; Martin Pakula; Danny Pearson; Tim Read; Pauline Richards; Tim Richardson; Natalie Suleyman; Kat 
Theophanous. 
 

NOES 8 
 
Emma Kealy; Cindy McLeish; Danny O’Brien; Brad Rowswell; Suzanna Sheed; Ryan Smith; Louise Staley; Bridget 
Vallence. 
 
Question agreed to.  
 
The following members, who were not in attendance for the division, registered their opinion 
on the question: 
 

AYES  
 
Daniel Andrews; Lizzie Blandthorn; Chris Brayne; Ben Carroll; Sarah Connolly; Christine Couzens; Lily D’Ambrosio; 
Steve Dimopoulos; Luke Donnellan; Maree Edwards; John Eren; Martin Foley; Will Fowles; Matt Fregon; Bronwyn 
Halfpenny; Katie Hall; Paul Hamer; Jill Hennessy; Melissa Horne; Natalie Hutchins; John Kennedy; Gary Maas; 
Stephen McGhie; Frank McGuire; James Merlino; Tim Pallas; Robin Scott; Michaela Settle; Ros Spence; Nick 
Staikos; Meng Heang Tak; Jackson Taylor; Mary-Anne Thomas; Vicki Ward; Gabrielle Williams; Richard Wynne. 
 

NOES  
 

Neil Angus; Brad Battin; Roma Britnell; Neale Burgess; Tim Bull; David Morris; Russell Northe; Steph Ryan; 
Bill Tilley. 
 
Message sent to the Legislative Council informing them accordingly. 
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 7 HEALTH LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (INFORMATION SHARING) BILL 2021 — Mr Pearson 

tabled a statement of compatibility in accordance with the Charter of Human Rights and 
Responsibilities Act 2006. 
 
Motion made and question proposed — That this Bill be now read a second time (Mr Pearson). 
 
The second reading speech was incorporated into Hansard. 
 
Motion made and question — That the debate be now adjourned (Ms Staley) — after debate, 
put and agreed to. 
 
Motion made and question proposed — That the debate be adjourned for six days 
(Mr Pearson). 
 
Amendment proposed — That the words ‘six days’ be omitted and replaced with the words 
‘two weeks’ (Mr Smith, Warrandyte) — and, after debate — 
 

  Business was interrupted at 11.00 am under the resolution of the House on Tuesday 
5 October 2021. 

 
 8 DISCUSSION OF MATTER OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE — GOVERNMENT’S COVID-19 FAILURES 

— The Acting Speaker read Mr Southwick’s proposal to the House — 
 
‘That this House condemns the Andrews Labor Government’s COVID-19 failures resulting in 
Melbourne being the most locked down city in the world and notes: 
 
(1) this week will see Melbourne locked down for more than 250 days, with positive case 

numbers increasing to Australian record levels; 
 
(2) WorkSafe’s failure to file charges for hotel quarantine breaches against any other duty 

holder, including the Department of Jobs, Precincts and Regions, relevant ministers, 
public servants, private security providers or other contractors and suppliers; 

 
(3) small businesses and sole traders being short-changed by state government support and 

uncertainty from lockdown closures;  
 
(4) the severe mental health impact of lockdowns on Victorians, with record calls to support 

services during the pandemic; and 
 
(5) the 4,000 promised ICU beds have not been delivered.’  
 
Mr Southwick addressed the House — Discussion followed. 
 
Business was interrupted at 1.00 pm under the resolution of the House on Tuesday 
5 October 2021. 
 

 9 QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE AND MINISTERS’ STATEMENTS 
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10 HEALTH LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (INFORMATION SHARING) BILL 2021 — Debate 
resumed on question — That debate be adjourned for six days — and on the amendment — 
That the words ‘six days’ be omitted and replaced with the words ‘two weeks’. 
 
Question — That the words proposed to be omitted stand part of the question — put. 
 
The House divided (the Speaker, Mr Brooks, in the Chair) — 
 

AYES 13 
 

Juliana Addison; Chris Brayne; Josh Bull; Anthony Carbines; Darren Cheeseman; Paul Edbrooke; Katie Hall; Danny 
Pearson; Pauline Richards; Michaela Settle; Ros Spence, Meng Heang Tak; Mary-Anne Thomas. 
 

NOES 8 
 

Roma Britnell; Emma Kealy; James Newbury; Danny O’Brien; Brad Rowswell; Suzanna Sheed; Ryan Smith; Louise 
Staley. 
 
Question agreed to. 
 
The following members, who were not in attendance for the division, registered their opinion 
on the question: 

AYES  
 

Jacinta Allan; Daniel Andrews; Lizzie Blandthorn; Ben Carroll; Sarah Connolly; Christine Couzens; Jordan 
Crugnale; Lily D’Ambrosio; Steve Dimopoulos; Luke Donnellan; Maree Edwards; John Eren; Martin Foley; Will 
Fowles; Matt Fregon; Bronwyn Halfpenny; Paul Hamer; Jill Hennessy; Melissa Horne; Natalie Hutchins; Sonya 
Kilkenny; Gary Maas; Stephen McGhie; Frank McGuire; James Merlino; Lisa Neville; Martin Pakula; Tim Pallas; 
Nick Staikos; Natalie Suleyman; Jackson Taylor; Kat Theophanous; Vicki Ward; Gabrielle Williams. 

 
NOES  

 
Neil Angus; Brad Battin; Tim Bull; Neale Burgess; David Morris; Russell Northe; Michael O’Brien; Richard Riordan; 
Bridget Vallence. 
 
Original question — put and agreed to. Debate adjourned until Tuesday 12 October 2021. 
 

 11 CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES AMENDMENT (CHILD PROTECTION) BILL 2021 — 
Mr Pearson tabled a statement of compatibility in accordance with the Charter of Human 
Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006. 
 
Motion made and question proposed — That this Bill be now read a second time (Mr Pearson). 
 
The second reading speech was incorporated into Hansard. 
 
Motion made and question — That the debate be now adjourned (Ms Staley) — put and 
agreed to. 
 
Ordered — That the debate be adjourned for six days. Debate adjourned until Tuesday 
12 October 2021.   
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 12 FORESTS AMENDMENT (FOREST FIREFIGHTERS PRESUMPTIVE RIGHTS COMPENSATION) 

BILL 2021 — Order read for resuming debate on question — That this Bill be now read a 
second time; debate resumed. 

 
Business was interrupted at 2.00 pm under the resolution of the House on Tuesday 
5 October 2021. 

 
 13 ADJOURNMENT — The Speaker announced that the time for the adjournment of the House 

had arrived and left the Chair at 2.00 pm. 
 

 
 

BRIDGET NOONAN COLIN BROOKS MP 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly  Speaker 

 
 
 

No 124 — Thursday 7 October 2021 
 

 1 The House met in accordance with the terms of its resolution on Tuesday 5 October 2021 — 
The Speaker took the Chair, read the Prayer and made an Acknowledgement of Country. 
 

 2 DOCUMENTS TABLED UNDER ACTS OF PARLIAMENT — The Clerk tabled the following 
documents under Acts of Parliament: 
 
Gambling Regulation Act 2003 — Amendment to Public Lottery Licence under s 5.3.19 
 
Victorian Information Commissioner, Office of (OVIC) — Report 2020–21. 
 

 3 COMMITTEE RESIGNATIONS — The Speaker announced that he had received the resignations 
of Mr Guy from the Privileges Committee and Mr Riordan from the Public Accounts and 
Estimates Committee, both effective from 6 October 2021. 

 
 4 SITTING OF THE HOUSE — Motion made and question — That: 

 
(1) The House, at its rising, adjourns until Tuesday 12 October 2021 at 9.00 am, or an earlier 

day and hour to be fixed by the Speaker. 
 
(2) If, in the opinion of the Speaker, the date of the next scheduled sitting or a rescheduled 

sitting should be changed on the basis of health advice, the Speaker will consult with 
the Leader of the House and the Manager of Opposition Business to set a new day and 
hour to meet. 

 
(3) The Speaker will notify members of any changes to the next sitting date 

 
  (Ms Allan) — put and agreed to. 
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 5 SITTING ARRANGEMENTS — Motion made and question proposed — That so much of 

standing and sessional orders be suspended to allow the following temporary arrangements 
to come into effect on 12 October 2021 and to remain in place until revoked by the House: 

 
Order of business 
 
(1) The order of business is: 
 

Tuesday 
Formal business 
Government business 
Questions without notice and ministers’ statements — 1.00 pm 
Government business continued 
 
Wednesday 
Formal business 
Government business 
Matter of public importance or grievance debate — 11.00 am 
Government business continued 
Questions without notice and ministers’ statements — 1.00 pm 
Government business continued 
 
Thursday 
Formal business 
Government business 
Questions without notice and ministers’ statements — 1.00 pm 
Government business continued. 

 
(2) The processes for interruptions under Sessional Orders 2 and 3(4) apply at the times set 

out in paragraph (1). 
 
Time of meeting 
 
(3) Unless otherwise ordered, the House will meet each Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 

at 9.00 am. 
 
Automatic interruption and no adjournment debates 
 
(4) The Chair will interrupt business each day at 2.00 pm and SO 32 applies accordingly. 

There will be no adjournment debate. 
 
Cleaning in the Chamber 
 
(5) The Speaker may order additional breaks to facilitate cleaning in the Chamber. 
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Face masks in the Chamber 
 
(6) Members must wear face masks in the Chamber except when they have the call to speak 

or if an exception applies. 
 
Reduced numbers of members to assist with physical distancing 
 
(7) Subject to paragraphs (11) and (12), the House will be composed of the Chair and no 

more than 24 other members, being 13 from the Government, seven from the 
Opposition, one Greens member and three independent members on the floor of the 
Chamber. 

 
(8) Except as provided for in paragraphs (11) and (12), if more members than those listed 

in paragraph (7) vote in a division, the Clerk will not count their vote. 
 
Quorum 
 
(9) The House gives the Chair further discretion in ringing the bells to form a quorum under 

SO 29, provided the Chair is confident that a quorum is present within the parliamentary 
precinct. 

 
(10) If, under paragraph (9) and SO 29(1), the bells are rung to form a quorum, the provisions 

under paragraph (7) are suspended until a quorum is formed. 
 
(11) If, under SO 29(2), there is found not to be a quorum during a division: 
 

(a) the provisions under paragraph (7) are suspended; 
 
(b) the bells must be rung for a further four minutes; 
 
(c) the Chamber will be composed of the Chair and no more than 40 other members, 

being 23 from the Government, 13 from the Opposition, one Greens member and 
three independent members for the remainder of the sitting day; and 

 
(d) if more members than those listed in paragraph (c) vote in the division, the Clerk 

will not count their vote. 
 
Divisions 
 
(12) For questions relating to the passage of bills on the government business program that 

week, the provisions of paragraph (7) are suspended and divisions will take place as 
follows: 

 
(a) the Chair will direct that the lower public galleries be cleared for the duration of 

the division; 
 
(b) members will vote in up to four voting groups; 
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(c) for each voting group: 
 

(i) no more than 24 members, in addition to the Chair, the Leader of the House 
and Manager of Opposition Business (or their representatives), will be 
permitted into the Chamber; 

 
(ii) the Chair will direct that the doors be locked and state the question being 

voted on; 
 
(iii) the Chair will ask members who are voting ‘aye’ to stand in their place and, 

in turn, will ask members who are voting ‘no’ to stand in their place; 
 
(iv) the Clerk will count the votes and the Chair will announce the number of 

votes cast for the ‘ayes’ and ‘noes’ in that group; 
 

(v) subject to subparagraph (e), all members except the Chair must then leave 
the Chamber; 

 
(vi) the Chair will then ask the Clerk to ring the bells for one minute to call 

members to the Chamber for the next voting group, or to resume the make 
up of the Chamber as set out in paragraph (7), as required; 

 
(d) subject to subparagraph (e), members will only be permitted to enter the 

Chamber once for each division and any member present in the Chamber must 
vote; 

 
(e) the Leader of the House and Manager of Opposition Business, or their 

representatives, may remain in the Chamber for the entirety of the division, but 
can only stand to vote in one group; and 

 
(f) at the conclusion of the four voting groups, the Chair will announce the result of 

the division. 
 
Register of opinion on division questions 
 
(13) If a division has taken place, a member not in attendance for the division can register 

their opinion on the question: 
 
(a) any members wishing to do so must notify the Clerk in writing of their opinion 

(either ‘aye’ or ‘no’) by no later than one hour after the division has been 
completed; and 

 
(b) any such opinion will be published, separately from the results of the vote, in 

Hansard and the Votes and Proceedings. 
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Remote participation 
 
(14) Members may participate in debate remotely using an audio link or audio visual link as 

follows: 
 

(a) the Chair must be satisfied that the quality of the audio link or audio visual link 
allows the Chair to verify the identity of that member and for the member to 
participate; 

 
(b) a member participating remotely is not counted for the purposes of a quorum and 

may not vote; 
 
(c) members may only participate remotely to speak on: 

 
(i) motions; 
 
(ii) bills, including consideration in detail; 
 
(iii) questions without notice — to ask questions only; 
 
(iv) matters of public importance; 
 
(v) grievance debates; 
 
(vi) a personal explanation; 

 
(d) members participating remotely may only speak when given the call, must comply 

with all the usual rules of debate and may not: 
 

(i) refuse leave; 
 
(ii) respond to questions without notice, make ministers’ statements or 

respond to matters raised in the adjournment debate; 
 
(iii) call the Chair’s attention to the state of the House; 
 
(iv) take, or speak on, a point of order unless it is taken by another member 

during their speech or relates to the answer to a question they have asked; 
 
(v) move a motion (except an amendment to a motion or bill when they have 

the call); 
 
(vi) interject; 
 
(vii) chair the debate; 

 
(e) members participating remotely may circulate amendments to bills under SO 64; 
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(f) in order to assist members participating remotely, the Chair will use a formal call 
list to allocate the call for each debate where practical and members wishing to 
participate remotely may seek the call by: 

 
(i) informing their whip, or the whip’s representative, who will inform the Chair 

in advance — for a Government or Opposition member; 
 
(ii) informing the Clerk, who will inform the Chair in advance — for any other 

member; 
 

(g) when a member participates remotely, the Chair may exercise all their usual 
powers to control the debate; 

 
(h) the Chair is given any additional powers necessary to facilitate the smooth running 

of the House and/or to address any technical issues, including but not limited to: 
 

(i) stopping the clock; 
 

(ii) returning to a member’s contribution; 
 
(iii) reordering business; and 

 
(i) the Speaker may issue guidelines about remote participation. 

 
Other business to be published in Hansard 
 
(15) Members may submit: 
 

(a) members’ statements; 
 
(b) statements on parliamentary committee reports; 
 
(c) constituency questions; and 
 
(d) adjournment matters — 
 
for each sitting day by emailing them to the Clerk by the adjournment of the House. 

 
(16) The Clerk will accept matters up to the number usually given in the House and as 

allocated between the parties and independents in accordance with the call lists 
approved by the Speaker. 

 
(17) The House authorises and requires these matters to be published in Hansard at the end 

of each day’s Hansard accordingly: 
 

(a) subject to the Hansard editorial policy; and 
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(b) if any matter contains unbecoming expressions or does not comply with the rules 
of debate, the Speaker may direct that the matter be removed or amended before 
it is published. 

 
Incorporation of speeches 
 
(18) Members may incorporate their speeches for any bills on the government business 

program or substantive motions considered by the House that day. 
 
(19) Members must submit their speeches for incorporation by the following deadlines: 
 

(a) for any bill on the government business program, they must email their speech to 
the Clerk by the time set down for consideration of that bill under the government 
business program; or 

 
(b) for substantive motions, by the adjournment of the House each day. 
 

(20) Incorporated speeches for bills and motions will be published in Hansard — 
 

(a) for bills, after the relevant second reading speeches made in the House (if any) 
and before the minister’s reply (if any); and 

 
(b) for substantive motions, after the relevant speeches made in the House (if any) 

and before the mover’s reply (if any). 
 
(21) If any matter contains unbecoming expressions or does not comply with the rules of 

debate, the Speaker may direct that the matter be removed or amended before it is 
published 

 
(Ms Allan) — and, after debate —  
 
Amendment proposed — That the words ‛revoked by the House’ be omitted and replaced 
with the words ‛15 October 2021 or earlier if revoked by the House’ (Ms Staley) — and, after 
debate — 
 
Motion made and question — That the question be now put (Mr Cheeseman) — put. 

 
The House divided (the Speaker, Mr Brooks, in the Chair) — 
 

AYES 13 
 

Juliana Addison; Jacinta Allan; Lizzie Blandthorn; Darren Cheeseman; Jordan Crugnale; Lily D’Ambrosio; Paul 
Edbrooke; Maree Edwards; Will Fowles; Natalie Hutchins; Stephen McGhie; Ros Spence; Nick Staikos. 
 

NOES 9 
 
Brad Battin; Roma Britnell; Sam Hibbins; Tim McCurdy; Danny O’Brien; Brad Rowswell; Suzanna Sheed; Louise 
Staley; Nick Wakeling. 
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Question agreed to. 
 
The following members, who were not in attendance for the division, registered their opinion 
on the question: 
 

AYES   
 

Daniel Andrews; Chris Brayne; Josh Bull; Anthony Carbines; Ben Carroll; Sarah Connolly; Christine Couzens; John 
Eren; Martin Foley; Matt Fregon; Bronwyn Halfpenny; Katie Hall; Dustin Halse; Paul Hamer; Jill Hennessy; Melissa 
Horne; John Kennedy; Sonya Kilkenny; Gary Maas; Frank McGuire; James Merlino; Lisa Neville; Martin Pakula; 
Tim Pallas; Danny Pearson; Pauline Richards; Robin Scott; Michaela Settle; Natalie Suleyman; Meng Heang Tak; 
Jackson Taylor; Kat Theophanous; Mary-Anne Thomas; Vicki Ward; Gabrielle Williams; Richard Wynne. 

 
NOES  

 
Neil Angus; Gary Blackwood; Tim Bull; Neale Burgess; David Hodgett; Emma Kealy; Cindy McLeish; David Morris; 
Russell Northe; David Southwick; Bridget Vallence; Kim Wells. 
 
Question — That the words proposed to be omitted stand part of the question — accordingly 
put. 
 
The House divided (the Speaker, Mr Brooks, in the Chair) — 
 

AYES  13 
 

Juliana Addison; Jacinta Allan; Lizzie Blandthorn; Darren Cheeseman; Jordan Crugnale; Lily D’Ambrosio; Paul 
Edbrooke; Maree Edwards; Will Fowles; Natalie Hutchins; Stephen McGhie; Ros Spence; Nick Staikos. 

 
NOES 9 

 
Brad Battin; Roma Britnell; Sam Hibbins; Tim McCurdy; Danny O’Brien; Brad Rowswell; Suzanna Sheed; Louise 
Staley; Nick Wakeling. 
 
Question agreed to. 

 
The following members, who were not in attendance for the division, registered their opinion 
on the question: 

 
AYES  

 
Daniel Andrews; Chris Brayne; Josh Bull; Anthony Carbines; Ben Carroll; Sarah Connolly; Christine Couzens; John 
Eren; Martin Foley; Matt Fregon; Bronwyn Halfpenny; Katie Hall; Dustin Halse; Paul Hamer; Jill Hennessy; Melissa 
Horne; John Kennedy; Sonya Kilkenny; Gary Maas; Frank McGuire; James Merlino; Lisa Neville; Martin Pakula; 
Tim Pallas; Danny Pearson; Pauline Richards; Robin Scott; Michaela Settle; Natalie Suleyman; Meng Heang Tak; 
Jackson Taylor; Kat Theophanous; Mary-Anne Thomas; Vicki Ward; Gabrielle Williams. 

 
NOES  

 
Neil Angus; Neale Burgess; David Hodgett; Emma Kealy; Cindy McLeish; David Morris; Russell Northe; David 
Southwick; Bridget Vallence; Kim Wells. 
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Original question — put and agreed to. 
 

 6 DOMESTIC ANIMALS AMENDMENT (REUNITING PETS AND OTHER MATTERS) BILL 2021 — 
Ms Thomas tabled a statement of compatibility in accordance with the Charter of Human 
Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006. 
 
Motion made and question proposed — That this Bill be now read a second time (Ms Thomas). 
 
The second reading speech was incorporated into Hansard. 
 
Motion made and question — That the debate be now adjourned (Ms McLeish) — put and 
agreed to. 
 
Ordered — That the debate be adjourned for two weeks. Debate adjourned until Thursday 
21 October 2021.   
 

 7 FORESTS AMENDMENT (FOREST FIREFIGHTERS PRESUMPTIVE RIGHTS COMPENSATION) 
BILL 2021 — Order read for resuming debate on question — That this Bill be now read a 
second time; debate resumed. 
 
Motion made and question — That the debate be now adjourned (Ms Hutchins) — put and 
agreed to. 
 
Ordered — That the debate be adjourned until later this day. 
 

 8 PRIVILEGES COMMITTEE — Motion made, by leave, and question — That Ms Staley be a 
member of the Privileges Committee (Ms Hutchins) — put and agreed to. 

 
 9 FIREARMS AND OTHER ACTS AMENDMENT BILL 2021 — Order read for resuming debate on 

question — That this Bill be now read a second time; debate resumed. 
 

Business was interrupted at 1.00 pm under the resolution of the House on Tuesday 
5 October 2021. 
 

 10 QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE AND MINISTERS’ STATEMENTS 
 
 11 FIREARMS AND OTHER ACTS AMENDMENT BILL 2021 — Debate resumed on question — That 

this Bill be now read a second time. 
 
Allocation of time — The Speaker advised that the time allocated for consideration of bills 
under the resolution of the House on Tuesday 5 October 2021 had expired. 
 
Question — That this Bill be now read a second time — put and agreed to. 
 
Question — That this Bill be now read a third time — put and agreed to. 
 
Bill sent to the Legislative Council and their agreement requested. 
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 12 WATER AND CATCHMENT LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2021 — Order read for resuming 

debate on question — That this Bill be now read a second time.  
Question — That this Bill be now read a second time and a third time — put and agreed to. 
 
Bill sent to the Legislative Council and their agreement requested. 
 

 13 ESSENTIAL SERVICES COMMISSION (COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT POWERS) 
AMENDMENT BILL 2021 — Order read for resuming debate on question — That this Bill be 
now read a second time.  
 
Question — That this Bill be now read a second time and a third time — put and agreed to. 
 
Bill sent to the Legislative Council and their agreement requested. 
 

 14 FORESTS AMENDMENT (FOREST FIREFIGHTERS PRESUMPTIVE RIGHTS COMPENSATION) 
BILL 2021 — Order read for resuming debate on question — That this Bill be now read a 
second time.  
 
Question — That this Bill be now read a second time and a third time — put and agreed to. 
 
Bill sent to the Legislative Council and their agreement requested. 
 
Business was interrupted at 2.02 pm under the resolution of the House on Tuesday 
5 October 2021. 
 

 15 ADJOURNMENT — The Speaker announced that the time for the adjournment of the House 
had arrived and left the Chair at 2.02 pm. 
 

 
 

BRIDGET NOONAN COLIN BROOKS MP 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly  Speaker 
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