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1 The President took the Chair at 9.34 a.m., read the Prayer and made an Acknowledgement of 
Country. 

2 PETITIONS — 
 REMOVE BLANKET COVID-19 VACCINATION MANDATES — Mr Atkinson presented a 

Petition bearing 102 signatures from certain citizens of Victoria requesting that the Legislative 
Council call on the Government to remove COVID-19 vaccine mandates immediately in order 
to save hundreds of thousands of jobs as the current mandates are not justified with the 
plummeting COVID-19 numbers. 

 Ordered to lie on the Table. 
*   *   *   *   * 

 CEASE THE NORTH EAST LINK PROJECT — Mr Hayes presented a Petition bearing 257 
signatures from certain citizens of Victoria requesting that the Legislative Council support a 
motion to cease all works and commence a public review of the project incorporating a 
comprehensive public transport and freight transport planning review centred on Melbourne’s 
north east. 

 Ordered to lie on the Table. 
*   *   *   *   * 

 HALT LIGHT POLE PLACEMENTS AROUND LAKE WENDOUREE — Mrs McArthur presented 
a Petition bearing 1,507 signatures from certain citizens of Victoria requesting that the 
Legislative Council call on the Government to halt the project of placing 225 light poles around 
the Steve Moneghetti Track in Lake Wendouree and enable the community to consider better 
options for implementation by the City of Ballarat. 

 Ordered to lie on the Table. 

3 WILDLIFE AMENDMENT (DUCK HUNTING) BILL 2022 — Mr Bourman introduced A Bill for an 
Act to amend the Wildlife Act 1975 to improve the operation of that Act with respect to duck 
hunting and for other purposes. 

 On the motion of Mr Bourman, the Bill was read a first time and ordered to be read a second time 
on the next day of meeting. 

4 PAPER PURSUANT TO STATUTE — The following Paper, pursuant to the direction of an Act of 
Parliament, was laid on the Table by the Clerk: 

Planning and Environment Act 1987 — Notice of Approval of the Victoria Planning Provisions 
— Amendment VC209. 

5 PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS — SOCIAL HOUSING TAX — The Clerk laid on the Table a 
letter from the Attorney-General, dated 8 March 2022, in response to the Resolution of the 
Council of 23 February 2022 (on the motion of Mr Davis), relating to the social housing tax on 
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residential developments and housing affordability, advising that there was insufficient time to 
respond and that a final response to the Order would be provided as soon as possible. 

6 MEMBERS’ STATEMENTS — Statements were made by Members pursuant to Standing Order 
5.13 and further statements were received from Members for incorporation in Hansard pursuant 
to an Order of the Council of 7 September 2021. 

7 WORKPLACE SAFETY LEGISLATION AND OTHER MATTERS AMENDMENT BILL 2021 — 
The President read a Message from the Assembly informing the Council that they had agreed 
to the amendments made by the Council in this Bill. 

8 HUMAN RIGHTS AND HOUSING LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (ENDING HOMELESSNESS) 
BILL 2022 — Dr Ratnam laid on the Table the statement of compatibility as required by the 
Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006. 

 Dr Ratnam moved, That the Bill be now read a second time. 

 On the motion of Ms Taylor, the debate was adjourned for two weeks. 

9 SUPPORT FOR VICTIMS OF CRIME — Ms Maxwell moved, That this House — 
(1) acknowledges the significant and ongoing psychological and physical impacts of crime on 

victims and victim-survivors; 
(2) recognises that victims of crime need access to varying levels of support at different stages 

of their trauma and recovery, but the limitations of the current scheme result in some victims 
of crime being exited or disengaging with the current service response without receiving 
assistance that meets their needs; 

(3) notes that — 
(a) the Victorian Law Reform Commission’s July 2018 report, Review of the Victims of 

Crime Assistance Act 1996, made 100 recommendations including the establishment 
of a new state-funded financial assistance scheme for victims of crime; 

(b) the Victim Support Update of December 2021 does not include the introduction of a 
new financial assistance scheme in this term of Parliament; 

(4) calls on the Government to provide — 
(a) a detailed timeline for the introduction of the new Victims of Crime Financial Assistance 

Scheme and transition details; and 
(b) a mechanism for victims of crime who are children, victims of sexual and violence 

offences and family members of deceased victims, to access ongoing psychological 
support and counselling, without needing to reapply through the current scheme, until 
the new Victims of Crime Financial Assistance Scheme is implemented. 

 Debate ensued. 
 Question — put and agreed to. 

10 BUSINESS POSTPONED — Ordered — That the consideration of Notice of Motion, General 
Business, No. 718, be postponed until later this day. 

11 ALLEGATIONS OF BULLYING AGAINST A MEMBER — Ms Vaghela moved, That this House 
notes — 
(1) the systematic bullying, harassment, and intimidation campaign I have been subjected to 

since being elected to the Parliament of Victoria, by a group of men led by the Premier’s 
close personal friend Mr Luckee Kohli, and a staff member from the Premier’s Private Office, 
Mr Vinayak Kolape; 

(2) that the Minister for Women, the Hon Gabrielle Williams MP, and the Premier, the  
Hon Daniel Andrews MP, participated in the systematic bullying campaign against me by 
seeking to undermine, isolate and exclude me; and 

(3) that the Premier and his private office refused to take action to stop the systematic bullying 
campaign for two and half years from my first complaint to the Premier’s Private Office on 
30 April 2019 and further complaints at regular intervals thereafter. 

 Debate ensued. 

 Business having been interrupted at 12.00 noon pursuant to Sessional Orders — 
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12 QUESTIONS AND MINISTERS’ STATEMENTS — Questions without notice were taken and 
Ministers’ Statements were made pursuant to Sessional Order 13. 

*   *   *   *   * 
 QUESTIONS DIRECTED FOR WRITTEN RESPONSE — The President directed written 

responses be provided to questions without notice pursuant to Standing Order 8.07 as follows: 
 Social housing reforms — substantive and supplementary questions asked by Mr Hayes 

— response from Ms Stitt due Friday, 11 March 2022. 

 2022 duck shooting season — substantive and supplementary questions asked by 
Mr Meddick — response from Ms Tierney due Friday, 11 March 2022. 

 Timber plantation harvesting — substantive and supplementary questions asked by 
Mr Bourman — response from Ms Tierney due Friday, 11 March 2022. 

13 CONSTITUENCY QUESTIONS — Constituency questions were taken pursuant to 
Standing Order 8.08 and further questions were received from Members for incorporation in 
Hansard pursuant to an Order of the Council of 7 September 2021. 

14 ALLEGATIONS OF BULLYING AGAINST A MEMBER — Debate continued on the question, 
That this House notes — 
(1) the systematic bullying, harassment, and intimidation campaign I have been subjected to 

since being elected to the Parliament of Victoria, by a group of men led by the Premier’s 
close personal friend Mr Luckee Kohli, and a staff member from the Premier’s Private Office, 
Mr Vinayak Kolape; 

(2) that the Minister for Women, the Hon Gabrielle Williams MP, and the Premier, the  
Hon Daniel Andrews MP, participated in the systematic bullying campaign against me by 
seeking to undermine, isolate and exclude me; and 

(3) that the Premier and his private office refused to take action to stop the systematic bullying 
campaign for two and half years from my first complaint to the Premier’s Private Office on 
30 April 2019 and further complaints at regular intervals thereafter. 

 On the motion of Mr Finn, the debate was adjourned until the next day of meeting.  

15 BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE — SPLIT MOTION — Mr Davis moved, by leave, That contingent 
on the debate on the motion referring matters relating to the financial position of WorkSafe and 
the operations of the Port of Melbourne lease to the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee 
concluding, the motion be divided so that the proposals in paragraphs (1) and (2) are put to the 
House separately. 

 Question — put and agreed to. 

16 PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES COMMITTEE REFERRALS — FINANCIAL POSITION 
OF WORKSAFE — OPERATIONS OF THE PORT OF MELBOURNE LEASE — Debate 
resumed on the question, That this House, pursuant to section 33 of the Parliamentary 
Committees Act 2003, requires the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee to inquire into, 
consider and report — 
(1) by 30 June 2022, on the financial position of WorkSafe and its administered WorkCover 

insurance scheme, including but not limited to the — 
(a) financial sustainability of the scheme; 
(b) ability of the scheme to assure employees that proper financial and medical support 

will be received into the future;  
(c) level of premiums paid by employers; 
(d) the impact of any potential increased premiums on employment state-wide; 

(2) by 30 September 2022, on the operations of the Port of Melbourne lease, including but not 
limited to — 
(a) the impact on the price of consumer items due to the outcomes of the lease; 
(b) the failure of the operators to comply with their obligations to run the port efficiently for 

the long-term interests of users and Victorian consumers; 
(c) issues of significant and sustained non-compliance with the pricing order during the 

review period; 
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(d) why the Port of Melbourne’s power has not been effectively constrained in relation to 
the process for setting or reviewing rents or associated payments payable by its 
tenants; 

(e) the ability of current legislation, Port Concession Deed and other contractual 
arrangements to constrain the Port of Melbourne’s power; 

(f) the Port of Melbourne’s use of a broad range of negotiation strategies and processes 
to drive higher rent outcomes that are not appropriate in a monopoly market, where 
tenants at the port face significant barriers in pursuing and securing alternative 
suppliers of suitable land; 

(g) whether the Port of Melbourne’s exercise of its power has caused material detriment; 
and 

(h) whether further economic regulation is justified to ensure there is mitigation of the ability 
of the Port to exercise power through rent seeking. 

 On the motion of Mr Davis, the debate was adjourned until the next day of meeting.  

17 DRUGS, POISONS AND CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES AMENDMENT 
(DECRIMINALISATION OF POSSESSION AND USE OF DRUGS OF DEPENDENCE)  
BILL 2022 — Debate resumed on the question, That the Bill be now read a second time. 

 Business having been interrupted at 5.15 p.m. pursuant to Sessional Orders, the debate stood 
adjourned in the name of Mr Barton. 

18 PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS — CLOSURE OF THE VICTORIAN NATIVE TIMBER 
INDUSTRY — The Clerk laid on the Table a letter (including an Attachment) from the  
Attorney-General, dated 8 March 2022, in response to the Resolution of the Council of  
13 October 2021 (on the motion of Mr Bourman), and further to the Government’s initial 
response of 1 December 2021, relating to the closure of the Victorian Native Timber Industry, 
advising that — 

 the Government’s initial estimate is that there are approximately 45,000 pages within the 
scope of the order, and that it would take up to two and a half years to collate, consider and 
obtain advice in relation to the documents at an estimated cost of $500,000; and 

 the Government invites the Council to pass a motion to amend or replace the order with an 
order seeking documents within revised categories set out in an Attachment A, which would 
allow them to provide the documents sooner and at a lower cost.  

19 STATEMENTS ON REPORTS, PAPERS AND PETITIONS — Statements on reports, papers 
and petitions were made by Members pursuant to Sessional Order 16. 

20 ADJOURNMENT — Mr Leane moved, That the House do now adjourn. 
 Debate ensued. 
And then the Council, at 6.18 p.m., adjourned until tomorrow. 
 

  ANDREW YOUNG 
 Clerk of the Legislative Council 
 

 


